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REF: PARIS 35760 

1. FRENCH MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE 
ANDRE ROSSI, WHO HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITY IN GOF FOR MTN, GAVE EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW IN DECEMBER ISSUE OF FRENCH ECONOMIC 
MONTHLY "L’USINE NOUVELLF." IN WHICH HE ARTICULATED 
FRENCH POSITION ON MTN. WHILE THERE IS LITTLE 
NEW IN HIS STATEMENT, IT IS WORTH NOTING THIS LATEST 
OFFICIAL EXPRESSION OF THE FRENCH POSITION ON THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS. MTN PORTION OF INTERVIEW IS TRANSLATED 
BELOW. 
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2. BEGIN QUOTE. THE RECENT DISCUSSION IN THE 
(FRENCH) ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL PROVIDED ME AN 
APPORTUNITY TO SPELL OUT IN DETAIL THE FRENCH 
POSITION WITH REGARD TO THE TOKYO ROUND IN WHICH 
THE INTERNATIONAL REDUCTION OF TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF 
BARRIERS WILL BE DEBATED. FOR US.IN FACT, IT IS 
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NOT A QUESTION OF LIBERALIZATION AT ANY PRICE, BUT 
RATHER A NEGOTIATION AIMED AT THE BETTER ORGANIZATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE. WHAT THIS MEANS IS 
THAT THE CURRENTLY MOST PROTECTIONIST COUNTRIES MUST 
GIVE A GOOD EXAMPLE BY BEGINNING TO REDUCE THEIR CUSTOMS 
BARRIERS. WE ALSO SUPPORT THE CONCEPT OF "CUTTING 
OFF THE TOPS" BY HARMONIZATION RATHER THAN A LINEAR RE- 
DUCTION OF TARIFFS. IN EFFECT, LINEAR REDUCTIONS WOULD 
NOT CHANGE THE RULES OF THE GAME; AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD 
REDUCTION OF A FEW POINTS IN ALL TARIFFS WOULD MEAN 
THAT THE HIGHEST DUTIES WOULD STILL REMAIN THE HIGHEST. 
FINALLY, WE ARE INTRANSIGENT WITH REGARD TO THE 
STRUCTURE OF THE CAP; THIS IS FOR US A MAJOR POINT. 

I INTEND ONCE AGAIN TO CLARIFY THE FRENCH POSITION 
TO THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES IN THE PARLIAMENT. 

END QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: ROSSI ALMOST CERTAINLY HAD US IN 
MIND WHEN HE SPOKE OF "CUTTING OFF THE TOPS" AND 
"THE MOST PROTECTIONIST COUNTRIES". AS REPORTED 
IN REFTEL, HE PROFESSES TO BE OF BELIEF THAT US 
IS STRONGLY PROTECTIONIST, AND STANDARD FRENCH 
CRITICISM OF US TARIFF CUTTING FORMULA HAS BEEN 
THAT IT WOULD FAIL TO ELIMINATE PEAKS (THOUGH FRENCH 
ARE WELL AWARE OF TRADE ACT CEILINGS ON TARIFF 
CUTTING). 

RUSH 
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